

Hazards on the Homefront







What are 
household 
hazardous 
products?







1. Which cleaning product is safer to use?


What do we know?


Unlabeled cleaning 
product


Product that is properly 
labeled


A. B.


C. I don’t know







2. Which of these products is a safer choice?


What do we know?


Product labeled “Caution” Product labeled “Danger”


A. B.


C. I don’t know







3. Which of these products is flammable?


What do we know?


Product label says, 
“Keep away from flame.”


Product label says, 
“Do not swallow.”


A. B.


C. I don’t know







4. Which of these products is poisonous or toxic?


What do we know?


Product label says, 
“Keep away from flame.”


Product label says, 
“Do not swallow.”


A. B.


C. I don’t know







Camera On/ Camera Off…
You live in the state of Washington
You help with chores at home
You help clean dishes or do laundry
You help with yard work
You help with shopping
You or your family use vinegar to clean



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Stand up if- if in person, if on devices camera on camera off. 







Why is this
information 
important?


Does anyone 
help care for 
or live with 


younger 
children?


Does anyone 
help clean 
at home?Does anyone 


help with the 
shopping?



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Why do you think we have a workshop to discuss this topic?  (Chat box or voice)As some of you mentioned this might impact you if you live or work with younger children, if you help clean at home or at work, and even if you help with shopping. As we talk about hazardous products today, we will be learning how to identify hazardous products and some simple safety tips for buying, using, storing, and disposing of these products. 







The Four Main Hazards


These are ways a product may be 
harmful to us



Presenter

Presentation Notes

When talking about household hazardous products, the first thing we need to know is how a product may be harmful to us.  These are called Main Hazards. There are four main hazards, or ways products may harm us. 







Toxic or Poisonous
Can cause injury or death if swallowed, 
breathed in, or absorbed through the skin.



Presenter

Presentation Notes

First, a product may be toxic or poisonous - These products may cause injury or even death, if they get into our bodies by inhaling, ingesting, or absorbing them through our skin. 







Toxic or Poisonous


3 Routes
to Exposure:


1)Eat/Drink/Swallow


2) Breath


3) Touch



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Toxins or Poisons have 3 route of exposure.1_ we can eat, drink or swallow them through ingestion. This can impact our digestive system.2- we can breathe in the fumes, inhalation. This can impact our respiratory system. 3- The product can come in contact with our skin, absorption. This can impact the area the product touched but it can also be absorbed into our circulatory system and travel throughout our body. It’s important that we keep these products away from young children and pets.   







Flammable
Can catch fire or explode at low temperatures.



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Second, a product may be Flammable - These are products that can catch fire or explode, even at a low temperature. 







Flammable
Keep away from heat and flame.



Presenter

Presentation Notes

These products must be stored and used in a cool place, away from heat or flame. 







Corrosive
Can eat away materials and burn living 
tissue.



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Corrosive- These products are things that can burn or eat away materials and living tissue, like skin. 







Reactive
Can react with air, water or other products 
and result in fire, explosions, or toxic gases.



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Last, Reactive- These are products that can react with air, water or other products to cause dangerous mixtures or gasses. 







Reactive
Do not mix products and properly close products after 
use. Use one product at a time.



Presenter

Presentation Notes

You should never mix household products together, especially cleaning products.  







Activity: Identify the 
Main Hazards


a) Toxic b) Flammable


c) Corrosive d) Reactive



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Time to put this knowledge to work with our first activity. I will show you a real-world example of a hazardous product. I want you to identify which main hazards you should be aware of. Use the chat box to answer.  







Identifying Main Hazards
a) Toxic b) Flammable


c) Corrosive d) Reactive


EXTREMELY 
FLAMMABLE



Presenter

Presentation Notes

I will give you a moment. “Extremely Flammable” this tells us the product is Flammable and should be kept away from heat. “Vapor Harmful”- this tells us this product may be Toxic and that we need to be aware of breathing in fumes. 







Identifying Main Hazards
a) Toxic b) Flammable


c) Corrosive d) Reactive


VAPOR 
HARMFUL



Presenter

Presentation Notes

I will give you a moment. “Vapor Harmful”- this tells us this product may be Toxic and that we need to be aware of breathing in fumes. 







Companies are required to put 


SIGNAL WORDS 
on the labels of hazardous products



Presenter

Presentation Notes

One thing companies must always include on the label of a hazardous product is a signal word. These are very important words that tell us about the possible risks of using a product. Companies will use one of the four signal words to tell us a product is hazardous or harmful: These words are:Poison Danger  Caution orWarningSignal words tell us to be careful







Presenter

Presentation Notes

If you see DANGER or POISON that tells us the product should be avoided. If we can avoid using products labeled danger or poison, this will be a safer choice for us and the people we live with.







Presenter

Presentation Notes

If you see CAUTION or WARNING that product is still hazardous but it is a safer choice than one labeled DANGER or POISON. 







(no signal word)



Presenter

Presentation Notes

If you do not see a signal word that indicated that the product is not hazardous and is safe enough for us to use. 







Presenter

Presentation Notes

When comparing similar products, our safest choice, is to look for a label that says EPA Safer Choice or Cradle to Cradle.   These products are certified to be the safest option for you and your household.







Presenter

Presentation Notes

Let’s do a quick review. We want to avoid products labeled DANGER or POISON, CAUTION and WARNING are safer than DANGER or POISON, but are still hazardous. NO signal words lets us know a product is safe enough. Eco Logos Cradle to Cradle or Safer Choice EPA labels help us find the safer choice when comparing similar products. 







Activity: Identify
the Signal Word


DANGER POISON


CAUTION WARNING



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Time for another activity- Once more I will show you real-world examples of products and I want you to use the chat box to identify the Signal Word on each product.  







Activity: Signal Words



Presenter

Presentation Notes

(give time)CautionSignal Words will be capitalized and bold on products. They are often on the front of a product. 







Activity: Signal Words



Presenter

Presentation Notes

(give time)DANGERWhich of these is the safer choice? (6)







Activity: Signal Words



Presenter

Presentation Notes

(give time)NO signal Word but does have the EPA Safer Choice Eco Logo- Which of these is the safer choice? (6)







Activity: Signal Words



Presenter

Presentation Notes

(give time)Caution







What else is on a 
Hazardous Product label?


Precautionary Statement



Presenter

Presentation Notes

What else do product labels tell us?Take a moment and look at these two examples. What other information do you see that you think is important? (Use chat box or raise hand)We see Precautionary Statements – such as “keep away from children”  and “avoid eye contact”We see active ingredients.Think of other labels you may have seen what else do they have? Sure maybe First Aid info, disposal info, maybe even poison control phone numbers. 







Always keep products in their original, 
properly labeled containers



Presenter

Presentation Notes

All of this information helps to highlight how important it is to keep product in their original and properly labeled containers. Without labeled we do not know the product, the signal word, the main hazard, or the precautionary statements. 







Be aware of 
look-alikes.


Even in properly labeled containers we need 
to properly store hazardous products. 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

*Have props if possible*Ask class why they think we show this slide.Even when products are in their original packaging, we still need to pay attention. You maybe able to tell these products apart but who do you think might get confused? (student discussion time)Right little kids. How might we keep hazardous products out of reach? 







Proper storage can prevent accidents!


CHEESE! 
CLEANER!







Safe 
Storage


SAFETY TIP


!Store hazardous 
products up high, 
locked away, and 
out of reach of 
children and pets. 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Right- Keeping hazardous product out of reach of little kids is important. In this example we don’t want to keep the products in cabinets down low that is too easily accessible. We want to keep them up high or locked away. 







How can I 
safely 
dispose of 
hazardous 
products?



Presenter

Presentation Notes

What about products you no longer want or need? Hazardous products need to be properly disposed of. 







Trash? Recycling?


Empty?
Yes 


Disposal


NO



Presenter

Presentation Notes

If you have hazardous product containers you want to get rid of you need to make sure you know if the container is empty. If it is you can likely place the empty container in the trash or recycling. If the product is not empty it cannot go into trash or recycling. 







Safe 
Disposal


Never put a 
household 
hazardous 


product in the 
garbage



Presenter

Presentation Notes

We should never put hazardous products in our garbage. These products can be harmful to the people that pick-up our trash and the people that work at the landfill. 







Safe 
Disposal


Never pour a 
household 
hazardous 


product down a 
drain



Presenter

Presentation Notes

We should never pour a household hazardous product down a drain. This means you cannot empty the product down the drain just so you can dispose of the container. 







Presenter

Presentation Notes

If time- These products contain strong chemicals that cannot be removed from our wastewater, so they end up in places like Green River and Puget Sound, where they can cause a lot of harm.







Safe Disposal 


Visit the FREE 
hazardous waste 
collection site at 
the Outlet 
Collection.



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Instead, you can drop off any household hazardous product Free drop site at the Outlet COllection or find a WasteMobile site near you. This is a free hazardous waste disposal site, where experts will collect and properly dispose of household hazardous waste. 







Activity: Pick the Safer 
Product



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Let’s do a quick review for our final We want to avoid products labeled DANGER or POISON, CAUTION and WARNING are safer than DANGER or POISON, but are still hazardous. NO signal words lets us know a product is safe enough. Eco Logos help us find the safer choice when comparing similar products. 







Use the Safer Product
A B


I need to wash my clothes. Which one is safer?



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Use the chat box to vote on the safer choice for cleaning my clothes. Look for the signal words A- DangerB- No signal word and Eco LogoB is the safer choice. 







Use the Safer Product
A B


Do I have to 
use a 


hazardous 
product?


I have a clogged drain. Which one is safer?



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Use the chat box to vote on the safer choice for unclogging my drain. Look for the signal words A- DangerB- CautionB is the safer choice. Is there another option?  Yes we can use a drain snake or clog tool that removes a clog!







Use the Safer Product
A B


I need to clean my floor. Which one is safer?



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Use the chat box to vote on the safer choice for cleaning my floors? Look for the signal words A- No signal word and Eco LogoB- Caution. Do not be fooled by the word Safe that is not a signal word is used by companies to advertise. Make sure to look for the signal words. A is the safer choice. 







Safety Tips for Your Household
1. Only have one product container open at a time to 


avoid dangerous reactions. 


2. Always keep products in their original properly labeled 
containers. 


3. Store products in a safe place, out of reach of children 
and pets.


4. Read product labels and choose products with no signal 
word, or only with Caution or Warning on the label 
(Avoid products that say Danger or Poison.)



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Have class volunteers read slide. 







1. Which cleaning product is safer to use?


What did we learn?


Unlabeled cleaning 
product


Product that is properly 
labeled


A. B.


C. I don’t know







2. Which of these products is a safer choice?


What did we learn?


Product labeled “Caution” Product labeled “Danger”


A. B.


C. I don’t know







3. Which of these products is flammable?


What did we learn?


Product label says, 
“Keep away from flame.”


Product label says, 
“Do not swallow.”


A. B.


C. I don’t know







4. Which of these products is poisonous or toxic?


What did we learn?


Product label says, 
“Keep away from flame.”


Product label says, 
“Do not swallow.”


A. B.


C. I don’t know







5. I will share at least one of these safety tip(s) 
with someone in my household:


What did we learn?


• Only have one product container open at a time to avoid 
dangerous reactions. 


• Always keep products in their original properly labeled 
containers. 


• Store products in a safe place, out of reach of children and pets.
• Read product labels and choose products with no signal word, or 


only with Caution or Warning on the label (Avoid products that 
say Danger or Poison.)



Presenter

Presentation Notes

If tiem have class share some of the things they would do. 
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